
John F. Harkness, Jr. 
Executive Director 

The 
651 

Tallah

Florida Bar 
East Jefferson Street 
assee, FL 32399-2300 

850/561-5600 
www.FLORIDABAR.org 

July 29, 2014 

Ms. Jana McConnaughhay 
Chair, Elder Law Section of The Fl
Waldoch & McConnaughhay, P.A. 
1709 Hermitage Blvd., Suite 102 
Tallahassee, FL 32308-2706 

orida Bar 

Re: Report of Florida Bar Board of Governors Action VIA E-MAIL ONLY 

Dear Ms. McConnaughhay: 

During its regular meeting on July 25, 2014 the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar approved the roll­
over of all2012-2014legislative positions held by the Elder Law Section. 

Consistent with your submission, these positions of the Elder Law Section will be officially published 
within the 2014-16 Master List of Positions as follows: 

July 25, 2014 

1. Opposes legislation that would limit awards, attorney's fees and costs in liability actions brought 
against nursing homes or assisted living facilities. 

2. Supports legislation that would increase staffing ratios, governmental oversight and Medicaid 
reimbursement rates to improve the general quality of care for residents in any long term care facility, and 
opposes legislation that would decrease staffing ratios, governmental oversight and Medicaid 
reimbursement rates or otherwise decrease the general quality of care for residents in any long term care 
facility. (Revised January 30, 2009) 

3. Opposes legislation that would restrict or revoke driving privileges based solely upon aging factors. 

4. Supports legislation that would enhance enforcement of existing provisions to revoke driving privileges 
from persons who are determined to be impaired. 

5. Opposes legislation that would eliminate or diminish the rights of residents of any long term care 
facility. 

6. Opposes any legislation that would allow the clerks of court in any and/or all circuits to assess and 
collect audit fees or other fees in guardianship or probate cases that would be a percentage of the total 
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amount or value of the respective guardianship or probate estate. 

7. Opposes any legislation that would decrease current court authority and control over guardianship or 
probate matters while increasing, correspondingly or otherwise, the clerk of courts authority over these 
same matters. 

8. Opposes the adoption of summary guardianship proceedings outside the protections of Chapter 744, 
Florida Statutes. 

9. Supports the development and implementation of a public education program stressing the need for 
screenings for memory impairment and the importance of early diagnosis and treatment of Alzheimer's 
disease and related disorders; and supports the mandate that the Department of Elder Affairs conduct, or 
provide support for, a study on the benefits of memory screenings and the scientific evidence on the 
techniques for memory screening. 

10. Supports adequate funding of the state courts system, state attorneys' offices, public defenders' 
offices, and court-appointed counsel. 

11. Supports legislation which provides for designation of a health care representative. 

12. Supports legislation that protects an individual's rights relating to their health care decisions 

regardless of incapacity, and opposes any legislation that erodes such rights. 


13. Supports legislation that enhances and increases the protection of vulnerable adults wherever they 
reside, and opposes any legislation that erodes or decreases such protection. 

14. Supports legislation to provide residents of assisted living facilities a process for administrative 
hearings and administrative review of discharge decisions. 

15. Supports legislation that increases the personal needs allowance to qualified individuals residing in 
any long term care, health care and/or residential facility. 

16. Supports legislation requiring a specific pleading against a vulnerable adult defendant. 

17. Opposes legislation requiring filial responsibility for long term care of adults. 

18. Supports legislation recognizing the economic value of care provided to vulnerable adults by family 
members and friends. 

19. Supports legislation that would increase and enhance the rights of residents of any long term care 
facility and which would restrict the use of over-burdensome and onerous provisions in admissions 
contracts used by long term care facilities. 

20. Supports public access to long term care insurance at reasonable and affordable costs with adequate 
and reasonable benefits. 

21. Supports adequate funding for programs that allow Florida's seniors to age in place and opposes 
reduction or elimination of funding for programs that allow Florida's seniors to age in place. 
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22. Opposes the expansion of creditors' rights beyond the current statutory and common law rights 
available to creditors under Florida law. 

23. Supports legislation that exempts the addresses and telephone numbers of long term care ombudsmen 
volunteers from public records law. 

24. Supports legislation that aligns State Law with Veterans Administration Federal Law, with regard to 
the treatment of low income pension with Aid and Attendance and opposes legislation that impoverishes 
spouses of veterans living in the community. 

25. Supports legislation which would include "The Right to Bear Arms" as on of the enumerated rights to 
be addressed by the court when determining which rights may be removed under F.S. §744.3215. The 
proposed legislation would also include "The Right to Bear Arms" as a right which may be restored under 
F.S. §744.464. 

For the benefit of all involved in Bar legislative activities, the Office of Governmental Affairs also 
maintains a listing of individuals who might be directly lobbying legislators on any section position. Our 
listing includes the names of all "contacts" listed on your original Legislative Position Request Form as 
well as the section chair and legislative chair. However, if you anticipate legislative visits or appearances 
by persons other than those cited above, please advise us as soon as possible. 

Finally, legislative advocacy by sections must conform to Supreme Court rules which specify that such 
activity be clearly distinguished from The Florida Bar's separate lobbying. We ask that all individuals 
engaged in section lobbying emphasize these distinctions in their legislative communications, to help 
minimize confusion among lawmakers about The Florida Bar and its sections. 

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~ 

ni Wussler 
ministrative Assistant 
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